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SUMMARY OF COVID-19 PROCEDURES FOR SERVICES IN DURBAN CENTRAL PARISH 
 
The ELCSA Churchwide Covid-19 Compliance Guidelines are the guiding document for all congregations. 
The following text is just a summary to act as a reminder for the most important measures to be taken, 
when holding a Sunday Service or any meeting in any of the church buildings in Durban Central Parish. 
 
1. Preparation of the church building before each opening: 
- The benches, lectern, pulpit, altar, door handles and other areas touched by members must be wiped 
down with appropriate sanitising liquid. 
- The benches/ chairs have been cordoned off/marked in such a way, that 1,5 meter distancing will be 
observed by all entering the church. 
- The Covid-19 compliance officer of each church building has prepared the team do do its work, as soon as 
congregants enter: hand spray, thermometer and attendance list are prepared and those responsible for 
these tasks have been designated. 
 
2. On entering the church building: 
- One person sprays the congregants hands with sanitiser. 
- Another person takes the temperature of the congregant. 
- A third person will monitor the filling out of attendance register – incl. temperature 
The compliance officer of the congregation will oversee the process and its adherence, including proper 
wearing of masks by all (over mouth and nose), sitting only on marked places/ 1,5m apart, filing of 
attendance list. Over 60 year olds and people with underlying illnesses are urged to get advice from their 
health practitioner, whether it is responsible for them to attend. Children are requested to stay at home. 
 
3. During the service: 
- The liturgist and lay preachers will lead the service in a way, that it does not take longer than one hour (60 
minutes), if there is no holy communion and 1 ½ hours (90 minutes) with holy communion. 
- When hymns are sung, strictly only two verses per hymn will be sung – with everyone wearing the mask 
over mouth and nose. 
- The offering (umnikelo) will be taken in such a way, that there is a minimum of movement in the church 
and a minimum of touching the offering baskets. Multiple offering baskets should be used and no walking 
of the whole congregation to the front of the church. The 1,5m rule between congregants applies at all 
times. 
- Those wanting to partake in holy communion will have their hands sanitised again on their way to the holy 
communion station. The pastor/assistant will dip the wafer into the wine and place it on the sanitised 
outstretched hand of the congregant (without touching the hand). The 1,5m rule between congregants 
applies at all times. 
- After leaving church, even outside the church the 1,5m rule applies. 

 
May God bless us, as we begin to come together again to worship Him, commune with him and be touched 
by His Word and His Spirit!       Haleluyah!                                     ©Durban Central Parish Council September 2020 


